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‘However, | am not persuaded that because national political life
depends on ceremonial and on symbols of the sacred, it should be
represented as a kind of religion-that it is enough to point to
certain parallels with what we intuitively recognize as religion.™
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‘A secular state does not guarantee toleration; it puts into play
different structures of ambition and fear. The law never seeks to
eliminate violence since its object is always to regulate
violence.™
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‘Of course, secularization has been undertaken not only by liberal

democratic states but by authoritarian states, too, and this only
shows how ambiguous liberal language is, how committed both




types of secular state are, above all, to the definition and
maintenance of modern power.™
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‘Secularists accept that in modern society the political
increasingly penetrates the personal. At any rate, they accept that
politics through the law, has profound consequences for life in
the private sphere. So why the fear of religious intrusion into
private life?’®
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